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Dear Families, 
 
We hope you are looking forward to a good half-term break, which is nearly here! We have 
been proud of the learning undertaken across the school since January. 
 
Our knowledge rich curriculum allows pupils to learn and remember so much! Please ask 
them about Science and see if they can talk to you about these units. Y6 are learning about 
plants, photosynthesis and capillary action, Y5 and Y4 are defining and exploring states of 
matter; gas, solid and liquids. Y3 are able to talk about rocks, soils and how fossils are made. 
We are always impressed by how much our pupils can remember and explain. There is much 
to celebrate with visitors commenting on the good behaviour of pupils in lessons. 
 
We were proud to show families around the school recently for our Math Café and parents 
complimented behaviour then too. We hope to see you on our Times Tables Rock Star day 
on 10th February. 
 
Best wishes  
 

Louise Jackson  
Executive Headteacher  
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Our Learning 

 

Year 3 – Oystercatcher 
 
Oystercatchers have had a great start to 2023! The children have been studying measurement in Maths, 
converting measures as well as adding and subtracting units of length. They have also learnt that perimeter 
is the distance all around the outside of a 2D shape. It was wonderful to spend the morning sharing our 
learning with parents on 25th January at our Maths Café.  In English, they have been looking at the beautiful 
book ‘The Land of Neverbelieve’ by Norman Messenger to explore information texts. As part of this work, 
they have written wonderful descriptions of dragons inspired by the model text The Manchester Ridgeback. 
In Science, they have been closely examining different types of rock including sedimentary, igneous and 
metamorphic. They were surprised to discover that they were all formed in different ways and have 
different levels of hardness. The children have really enjoyed learning about the parts of the body in French, 
including the eyes, ears and nose. They are also becoming more familiar with the days of the week. Finally, 
in Geography the children have been comparing urban and rural areas, examining population density and 
representing this information in pictograms.  
 

 
 

Year 4 – Avocet 
 
Another great half-term Avocets! We have been investigating different states of matter in our Science unit. 
The children enjoyed observing how many gases were produced in various solids when adding water. 
Avocets have impressive artistic skills. They have created some wonderful collages with contrasting 
materials. In English, we loved our last book ‘The Boy at the Back of the Blass’. Now we are reading our 
new book ‘Varjak Paw’ – the suspense keeps us on the edge of our seats! 
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Our Learning (cont’d) 
 

Year 5 – Albatross 
We have had another busy half-term in Albatross Class; in History we’ve all loved learning about the French 

Revolution and how Napoleon became the Emperor of France meeting his match in British Admiral Nelson 

when he tried to conquer Europe at the Battle of Trafalgar! In Geography, we’ve enjoyed learning about 

different regions of the UK comparing East Anglia with The Midlands, Yorkshire and Humberside; the 

children were tasked with investigating facts about Birmingham and why its industrious past played an 

important role in the industrial revolution - as well as the importance of the production of Cadbury’s 

chocolate of course!  We’ve also conducted some super science experiments in class testing the density of 

different objects and predicting whether or not they will sink or float based on their density.  Amongst all 

of this, we’ve learnt about the beautiful art of Chinese painting using ink sticks and stones as well as getting 

a full understanding of the selfless and caring nature of Sikhism who strongly believe in equality and above 

all else helping others before themselves which a lovely message for us all to learn from.  

    

                 

Year 6 – Royal Tern 

We started the spring term with algebra in maths – the children were fantastic at it! They could create 
equations from mathematical diagrams and solve them. We have also been going into more depths with 
decimals and percentages in Maths and have continued to develop our speed and fluency with arithmetic. 
Times Table Rock Stars is really helping fluency with multiplication so keep it up Year 6! In English, we have 
used the book ‘Stay Where You Are and Then Leave’ and ‘Call of the Wild’. The children produced amazing 
pieces of written work when we were writing a discursive text. We have learnt about Nazi Germany and 
the lead up to World War Two in history and in science we have been learning about plants and have 
conducted a range of investigations to learn about all about them, including capillary action. Design and 
Technology lessons have been fantastic this half term. We have studied the Dyson company – did you know 
James Dyson comes from Cromer!? We became design engineers, and designed and built our own fan. The 
children created prototypes, which they had to keep adapting as challenges, and problems were found. 
Geography has been South America and it has been interesting learning about how diverse it is. 
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Hello from our Governor Co-Chairs 
Hello! 
 
As we are both new to the role of Co-Chair of Governors this year, we wanted to introduce ourselves and 
tell you a little bit more about the role of Governors. Heacham Infants, Heacham Junior and Snettisham 
have a joint Governing body, reflecting the way our schools are managed.  We meet every half-term, 
rotating our meetings around the three schools. We regularly visit each school to observe learning in action, 
talk to pupils, attend school events, review books, and meet with staff.  
Our Governing body is made up of parents, carers and local people appointed by the Trust who are 
committed to supporting the schools to provide the best education and environment they can. Our role is 
to review school targets, policies, plans and school data. We challenge and support the Senior Leadership 
Team.  As “critical friends” we ask questions to check the best course of action is being taken. The 
operational management of all three schools remains the responsibility of the Executive Headteacher.  
 
Kirsty Kerr 
I have two children, one of which is currently at Heacham Junior School in year 4, and the other is now at 
high school, having transitioned from Heacham Junior. I am fortunate enough to have worked in all 3 of 
our wonderful schools but have held my role as a Governor since Spring 2021. In addition to being Co-Chair, 
I have responsibility for SEN. I am passionate about ensuring all children have the opportunity to achieve 
and experience success and I am very proud to be able to play a part in this with West Norfolk Academies 
Trust.  
 
Barbara Herring 
I have two children at Snettisham, Aidan in year 3 and Eloise in year 6, and I have also been a Governor 
since Spring 2021. I have been a Governor before at another primary school and, in addition to being Co-
Chair, I have responsibility for safeguarding. I got involved as I am passionate about ensuring all children 
have access to a high quality of education. I have enjoyed getting more involved with the schools and the 
Trust and working alongside the other Governors.  
 
If you’d be interested in finding out more about how the Governing body works then do feel free to get in 
touch with us, we’d love to tell you more.   
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2023 

 

Every Wednesday – Swimming AM  
Every Thursday – Music Tuition with Ms Collins 
Please check PE days with your class teachers 
 

10/02/23 – Times Tables Rock Stars Dress-Up Day 
10/02/23 – Parents invited in 2.45pm Times Tables etc. 
13/02/23 – Half-term Holidays 
20/02/23 – Children return to school 
20/02/23 – Drama Club (no other clubs this week) 
21/02/23 – Special Lunch 
21/02/23 – Parents’ Evening 
22/02/23 – Y4 Swimming starts 
23/02/23 – Parents’ Evening 
27/02/23 – After School Clubs begin this week 
02/03/23 – Parent Reading Café 9-10am 
02/03/23 – Special Lunch 
02/03/23 – World Book Day Dress-Up 
08/03/23 – Primary Literary Event @ Corn Exchange 
16/03/23 – Y56 BEE Netball @ Smithdon 
16/03/23 – Friends PTA meeting 2.30 new members welcome 
17/03/23 – Red Nose Day Dress-Up £1 
27/03/23 – Y34 Football Festival @ Smithdon 
29/03/23 – Y6 Trip to IWM Duxford 
30/03/23 – Y34 BEE Netball @ Lynnsport 
30/03/23 – Y56 Croydon Trophy2 @ Hunstanton 
03/04/23 – Easter Holidays 
18/04/23 – Children return to school 
24/04/23 – Special Lunch 
26/04/23 – TriGolf Festival @ HJS 
27/04/23 – Y6 Leavers’ Photo - Tempest Photography 
01/05/23 – Bank Holiday 
03/05/23 – Y3 Swimming starts 
08/05/23 – Bank Holiday 
09/05/23 – SATS WEEK Y6 
10/05/23 – Y4 Trip to Norwich Castle Museum 
15/05/23 – Cricket @ Snettisham Memorial Field 
18/05/23 – Special Lunch 
26/05/23 – Mini Tennis Y34 @ Lynnsport 
29/05/23 – Half-term Holidays 
05/06/23 – Children return to school 
12/06/23 – Girls Dynamo Cricket @ North Runcton CC 
15/06/23 – Cluster Cycle Races @ Glebe House 6pm 
27/06/23 – Special Lunch 
29/06/23 – Area Sports @ Smithdon 4.30-6.30pm 
04/07/23 – Special Lunch 
06/07/23 – Y3 Trip to Sedgeford Archaeological Dig 
06/07/23 – Quadkids Athletics Y56 @ Lynnsport 
20/07/23 – Last Day of Term 

 

 
 
 

 

While you are no longer required by law to self-
isolate if you have COVID-19, the Government 
still recommends that 

 

Children stay at home for at least 3 days 

 

If they test positive and avoid contact with 
other people.  This helps reduce the chance of 
passing it on to others.  
 
The school continues to encourage thorough 
hand washing and follows the guidelines laid 
out by Public Health England for schools.   

 

Health Support & Advice  
for children and young people 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/    

0300 300 0123 
The Just One Norfolk website has refreshed its look and 
is now offering a range of new and updated features to 
enable families access to safe, accessible and up to date 
information, advice and self-care support through their 
parenthood journey - https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Twitter Please follow us on twitter as we are using that 
social media platform more regularly than Facebook 
 

 
 

   

 

Term Dates: 
Please note that our term dates are not the same as 
those published by Norfolk County Council. 
Please see our website for further information. 
 
 

Last day of Term is Fri 10/02/23 
Children return on Mon 20/02/23 

 
 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/
https://teach.classdojo.com/
https://teach.classdojo.com/
https://teach.classdojo.com/
https://teach.classdojo.com/
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The importance of good attendance 
 

The Government strives for every pupil to achieve 97% attendance.  Every day away from school is a day away from 
learning and this can have an impact on a child’s education and future accomplishments. 
 

We want every child to enjoy school and achieve their potential in education and life beyond.  We are always here 
to talk through any issues and help find solutions.  Parents are always a phone call away if a child is too ill to continue 
their day, please encourage them to try to give the day a go, children often feel much better once they are in class. 
 

The Government has issued new attendance guidance and targets to all schools, you may receive regular texts 
informing you of the number of days that your child has been absent in a term/year.  The Government hope that 
this personal approach will make parents more aware of how the odd day adds up and help keep you informed. 
 

                 
 

Vouchers for Free School Meal Eligible Pupils – October 2022 to March 2023  
Support was extended for the period 1 October 2022 to 31 March 2023 for pupils eligible for means-tested Free School 
Meals (FSM).  Families who are eligible for Free School Meals will receive Edenred vouchers to the value of £15 per month per 
child with an additional £30 voucher in December. The Vouchers can be spent at many major retailers including supermarkets.  

Families in hardship and needing wider support  In addition to the offer of FSM vouchers for eligible families, there is support 
available for families who are facing hardship and need support.  Anyone experiencing hardship may be able to receive support 
through the Norfolk Assistance Scheme (NAS), which may be able to provide support for food, fuel, clothes and other essential 
household items to families experiencing hardship. Families may get in touch with NAS via their website which includes an 
online application form, or they can call 0344 800 8020.   

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/support-for-living-independently/money-and-benefits/norfolk-
assistance-scheme  
 

Have your circumstances changed recently? You may be eligible for Free School Meals.   

The school receives funding for each child who comes under Pupil Premium (including free school meals), so it is worth applying 
even if you don’t have school meals!!  You can apply online 
https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/   
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-meals-and-milk?fbclid=IwAR181hWbnsrWnVeC-KZ31j-
HfjFmGLwKL7zsv9QVbkEfY1uKETvz0cDSIcQ 
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https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/
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Junior Leadership Team (JLT) 
 

This article has been written by Archie, JLT member from year 6 
 

 
In November, the JLT and head pupils were lucky enough to attend and learn a lot on the subject of anti-bullying at 
Springwood high school. 
 
 We have taken all of this knowledge into mind and we have been promoting anti-bullying in our school doing things 
such as: presenting assemblies about anti-bullying and choosing two anti-bullying ambassadors from each class that 
will help people to play together or just help them feel happy or joyful when they are feeling down.  
 
We have a special way of remembering the three main types of bullying – VIP.  You may be thinking that this means 
very important person, but no; it means Verbal bullying, Indirect bullying and Physical bullying.  
 
At Heacham Junior School, we say “NO TO BULLYING !” 
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Young Carers 

 

 
 

Is there a child in your home who is a young carer? A young carer is anyone under 18 who helps to look after 
a relative (parent/sibling) with a disability (including learning disabilities, e.g. ASD/ADHD), an illness, a mental 
health condition, or drug or alcohol problem. 
 

Registered or not, we have secured some much needed outreach support from West Norfolk Carers in our schools 
every half-term.  
 

Please let us know if you would like your child to benefit from this – office@heachamjunior.co.uk 
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We have been busy! 
 

NATIONAL LEAGUE TRUST TOURNAMENT 2-3 FEB 
Ms Prosser took two amazing teams to take part in the National League Trust Tournament Football this 
month.  They boys’ team finished 5th overall out of 19 teams and the girls’ 6th out of 12 teams.  They all 
demonstrated great skills and sportsmanship and provided lots of nail-biting moments! 
 

    
 
CHEMISTRY KITCHEN Y5 10 JAN 
Year 5, along with other Trust Primary Schools, had a fun morning at Springwood watching and conducting 
science experiments using everyday kitchen equipment and foods. 
 
PARENT MATHS CAFÉ 25 JAN 
We hope that you enjoyed taking part in this parent drop-in.  There will be an opportunity to join in with 
some multiplication fun activities with our Times Table Rock Star Parent session on 10/2/23 at 2.45pm 
and then a Reading Café at 9am-10am on 2/3/23. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 6-10 FEB 2023 
This year’s theme was ‘Let’s Connect.’ It encouraged children to explore how cultivating meaningful 
connections in their lives helps to support their mental health and wellbeing.  We explored daily themes 
and activities including random acts of kindness, friendship and the power of music.  We talked about 
how we feel and how important our family and friends are to us.  

 



 Love of learning,  bright futures,  happy memories! 

Love of Learning, Bright Futures, Happy Memories 
 

 
 

Friends of Heacham Junior School 
 

 

 
 
 

THE FRIENDS OF HJS raise funds throughout the year to pay for fun activities, rewards and gifts for our 
pupils.  Their numbers are very low and we would very much like to see our PTA grow.  We want to 
welcome members from families in our school. If you would like to join, help host and support events, 
fundraise for our school and contribute to enriching the children’s experience come along to one of our 
meetings or contact the PTA chair, Kelly Hall kelly.hall.1@talktalk.net or speak to Mrs Bridge in the office.  
  

The next meeting will be in the school hall at 2.30-3.20pm on Thursday 16th March 2023. 
 
DISCO 
Fancy a boogie?  The Friends are currently organising a Disco one evening before Easter.  More 
information will be posted on Dojo shortly.   
 
JOLLY JARS 
We are doing Jolly Jars again this year.  The children decorate a jar in an Easter theme and then fill them 
with sweets, toys, games etc.  We then sell them to raise funds.  Start saving your jars! More info will 
follow. 
 
 

 
 

This week we say goodbye to one of our longest serving members of staff, Julie Hunt.  Julie started as 
school crossing patrol in the 1990’s then joined our site staff shortly after.  She has had 30 years of very 
early starts as her day finishes just as we come in each morning!  We wish her all the best as she begins 
her retirement. 
 
 
  

 
 

mailto:kelly.hall.1@talktalk.net
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Upcoming Events! 
 
PARENTS’ EVENINGS 
We are having face to face Parents’ Evenings in the hall on Tues 21st and Thurs 23rd February.   Appointment times 
have been sent to parents, via Dojo message, this week.  If you haven’t received an appointment please Dojo 
message Mrs Bridge Y3, Mrs Tilbrook Y4, Mr Agate Y5, Mrs Jones Y6 and we will get back to you.  If you can’t 
attend on these days please let the member of staff know and an alternative meeting or phone call can be made. 
 

 
WORLD BOOK DAY 2/3/23 
If you like to dress up, you can come dressed as your favourite book character (no charge). We also have a 
competition for the children to design a new book cover for their favourite book (or for their own book) and write 
a blurb on the back. There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place!  Continue reading for more information.  There 
will be an assembly for the children to launch this competition shortly. 
 

 
RED NOSE DAY 17/3/23 - £1 
We are encouraging all children to dress-up in a ‘Super Hero’ theme or they could wear red!  We want everyone 
to take part and, if you are able, a £1 donation via ParentPay for Comic Relief would be great.  We understand that 
not all children like to dress up and that is OK too! 
 
YEAR 6 LEAVERS’ HOODIES 2023 
Letters will be coming home in March with details of how to purchase Leavers’ Hoodies for your Year 6 children.  
We are looking into a local supplier in an effort to reduce costs to parents.  We will send home more information 
after half-term. 
 

   
 

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY COMING IN THE SUMMER TERM… 
Mrs Bridge, Miss Pateman and Mrs Taylor are hoping to put on a musical production and will be looking for budding 
actors, singers, dancers and entertainers to rehearse and perform after-school.  We are currently looking for a 
suitable script, but hope to involve as many of our children as possible and then put on a performance to parents.  

It’s an exciting opportunity!  Keep your eyes peeled for more information next half-term.  Please email 
office@heachamjunior.co.uk if your child would be interested in taking part. 
 

mailto:office@heachamjunior.co.uk
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*_Subject to changes *
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BLUE PETER WRITING COMPETITION 
 

       
 

Calling all budding authors… 
 
Blue Peter has launched its latest competition – ‘Amazing Authors’ – and the winning story will be 
brought to life and read by mega popstar and author Tom Fletcher as a CBeebies Bedtime Story! 
 
All you need to do is come up with a short story or poem with an amazing adventure for an equally as 
brilliant main character.    
 
With a blank page in front of you, you could write absolutely anything!  Your main character could be a 
human, animal or even something you’ve made up.  Think about what your character is going to get up 
to and then you can put that pen to paper… you could end up winning a once in a lifetime prize! 
 
The winner will have their work turned into an actual book and an animation as well as having their 
story read by Tom Fletcher himself both on Blue Peter, CBeebies Bedtime Stories and a podcast on BBC 
Sounds.  If that wasn’t enough, they also get to meet Tom and go behind the scenes at HarperCollins 
and Aardman to see the book and their characters brought to life. 
 
The winner will also receive a printed version of their story to keep, a framed picture from the animation 
and a Blue Peter competition winner’s Orange Badge. 
 
Tom said: “I’m still enthralled by children’s books even as an adult, so it will be a real  privilege to see 
what ingenious ideas and characters the kids themselves come up with.” 
 
All the information for the competition can be found on the Blue Peter website: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-competition. 
 
The competition is open for entries from 27th January and closes at 5pm on 8th March 2023. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/blue-peter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-competition
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AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS  
Next term we will be offering the following after-school clubs (3.30pm-4.15pm).  Spaces are limited and will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis.  Clubs run by school staff are free, Clubs run by visitors may be chargeable (see below). 
 
MONDAY 
Drama Club with Mr Giller open to all £20 for the 5 remaining sessions 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Tri-Golf Club with Mr Agate open to all x 20 spaces 
 
THURSDAY 
Singing Club with Mrs Bridge open to all x 16 spaces 
 
All clubs end at 4.15pm.  Pickup is from the back playground except Drama & Singing Clubs where pickup is from the outer 
hall doors (opposite the bike sheds). 
 
To apply for a space please email office@heachamjunior.co.uk and state the following: 

 
I give permission for (Child’s Name) to attend the following clubs 
Club Names: 
Medical Conditions: 
Emergency Phone: 
Name of parent giving permission: 
My child will be (select one): Collected or Walk home: 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS!!!   COMING IN THE SUMMER TERM… 

 

   
 

Mrs Bridge, Miss Pateman and Mrs Taylor are hoping to put on a musical production and will be looking for budding 
actors, singers, dancers and entertainers to rehearse and perform after-school.  We are currently looking for a 
suitable script, but hope to involve as many of our children as possible and then put on a performance to parents.  
It’s an exciting opportunity!  Keep your eyes peeled for more information next half-term.   
 

Please email office@heachamjunior.co.uk if your child would be interested in taking part. 
 

 

mailto:office@heachamjunior.co.uk
mailto:office@heachamjunior.co.uk
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Swimming Rota 
 
May be subject to further changes 
 
 

 
          
 
Swimmers leave at 11am and return for lunch at 1pm.  They need a one-piece swimsuit/trunks, towel, 
waterproof bag (hat and goggles are optional).   
 

Earrings must be removed. 
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FREE FOOTBALL OPPORTUNITY 
 

 

Fundraising 

 
 

Thank you for continuing to support our chosen charities by joining in with donations and dress-up days.  
We appreciate that not everyone can afford to give money – we would still want your children to join in 

with the event.  So far this academic year we have raised £215.00 for charity: 

 
£105.00 Hello Yellow for Young Minds 20/10/22 
£  38.00 Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Alliance 14/11/22 
£  72.00 BBC Children In Need 18/11/22 
£   Red Nose Day 17/03/23 
 
£215.00 Total raised for Charity since September 2022. 
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No Outsiders! 
This year we have been using the website ‘No Outsiders’ each week during our class discussion time. The website 
is to prepare children for life in modern Britain. Each week, a new photo is uploaded to the website with some 
information and thought-provoking questions. Last term we have discussed ear defenders, gender stereotypes, 
the ‘one love’ armband in football, the equality act and ballet shoes! Our discussions promote a sense of inclusion 
and belonging; we empower our children as they articulate themselves in class debate. We encourage you to 
explore the website for yourself! We have created a display in our entrance hall where we have also put our 
Diversity and Equality pledge. This was written by our Junior Leadership Team – if you agree with the pledge please 
sign the signature book and take a badge! 

 

 
 

Equality and Diversity Pledge 
 

H - Heacham Junior School's Equality & Diversity Pledge  
J - Justice for all students  
S - Skin makes no difference  

 

P - Prejudice will not be tolerated  
L - Let everyone have equal rights  
E - Everyone should be respected and treated equally  
D - Differences are important and should be respected  
G - Grow together  
E - Everyone is always welcome  
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The Salvation Army Christmas Present Appeal 
 

Thank you for your support to this cause last year.   
JLT are pictured with all of the lovely gift donations. 
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Reading 
 
We love reading at Heacham Junior School! Children should be reading every day and recording 
this reading in their school planners. Teachers check school planners at least weekly to make sure 
children are reading their books at home. This could be reading on their own, to someone else or 
even to pets! When a child finishes their library book, they will complete an Accelerated Quiz at 
school to check their understanding. It really is so important and helps your children make great 
progress in their learning across all subjects. 
 

 
 

Times tables 
 
We have recently started using a new and exciting resource for learning our times tables: Times 
Tables Rock Stars! All children should have their login and be using this regularly. It is a really 
addictive site - teachers are also using it (and getting very competitive)! Children can practice the 
times tables they need to work on, enter the 'studio' to improve their speed and even challenge 
their friends or teachers to 'rockslam' times table battles!  

 

 
 

Lunch Menu 

The current menu is available to view on our website.  Vegan and free-from versions are available on request.  
https://www.heachamjunior.co.uk 

 
MORNING DROP-IN 
Just a reminder that we have a morning drop-in every day from 8am.  This is payable via ParentPay at the 
end of each week.  Daily rates: £2 per child from 8am or £1 per child from 8.20am (additional siblings are 
charged half-price), this includes a small breakfast item such as a breakfast bar or pastry etc. 
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February Recipes 
 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/easy-teriyaki-chicken 
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/spiced-carrot-apple-muffins 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/easy-teriyaki-chicken
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/spiced-carrot-apple-muffins
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