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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Another very busy start to the academic year as we come close to half term. There has 
been a focus on ensuring there is a good transition into the new classes for Autumn One 
and the behaviour and learning across the school is settled and calm. Its always a pleasure 
to show visitors around the environment as they praise the learning on working walls, 
attitudes and behaviour of all our pupils.  
 
Attendance continues as a priority for us and we have queries on codes used if children 
attend appointments. To reduce time missed, please make sure you bring your child to 
school  first thing where ever possible, then collect and return to school. This will ensure 
the children do not miss the important routines of the morning or afternoon sessions. A 
whole day taken for the dentist, hospital or GP is not usually authorised - however there 
may be exceptional circumstances so let us know if you have any questions about this.  
 
We have had some fantastic sporting results already this term - our dodgeball team did 
well at Gaywood, Lucas in Y4 gained a medal at the cross country to progress to next stage 
and Y5/6 won the Croydon Football Cup! To say we were pleased is an understatement! 
Amazing attitudes and skillls from everyone.  
 
Mrs Jones is working across schools this term. She already knows Heacham schools as she 
previously worked as Assistant Head at Heacham Junior before Snettisham. She brings 
great leadership experience to our team.  

 
 

Louise Jackson 

Executive Headteacher 
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OUR LEARNING 
 
Year 3 Oystercatcher 
What a fantastic start to the year we have had filled with exciting experiences and lots of hands-on 
learning! In English, we began the term by writing our own gripping warning tales, filled with suspense 
and imagination; before ‘travelling to Paris’ to introduce our topic on Persuasive Writing. The children 
became tour guides, explored famous landmarks and practiced persuading others to visit the ‘City of 
Light’. As part of our Ancient Egypt topic, the children became archaeologists, digging for artefacts and 
imagining what life might have been like thousands of years ago. In RE, we celebrated Diwali and the 
idea of belonging by learning about how the festival is enjoyed and making delicious Coconut ADOOS, 
inspired by the traditional Indian sweets known as mithai. We also took our creativity outdoors, making 
our own symmetrical artwork inspired by artist Andy Goldsworthy. A highlight has to be our lovely trip 
to Holkham Hall alongside Year 2, exploring the beautiful walled gardens and learning more about how 
plants grow to coincide with our Science.  It has been a brilliant half-term full of memorable experiences, 
new discoveries and opportunities to learn together. We are so proud of all the children’s hard work, 
creativity and enthusiasm as they’ve made the big jump from Infant to Junior School, and we hope they 
are feeling proud of everything they have achieved. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 
We look forward to sharing many more exciting learning adventures with you next term! 

 
 
 
Year 4 – Avocet 
Avocets have made a fantastic start to the year and have settled in wonderfully! In geography, we’ve 
been exploring our local area and developing our map skills, including finding the scale and calculating 
the distance between places. In art, we’ve been learning about light, studying shadows and even creating 
our own painted piece! In PE, we’ve been doing some OAA (Outdoor Adventurous Activities), where we 
have greatly improved our teamwork and leadership skills! Meanwhile, in History, we’ve been diving into 
the Anglo – Saxons, Picts & Scots and even the Vikings, learning about the longships the Vikings built and 
even what Anglo – Saxons did for fun! Well done for such a great start to the year, Avocets—keep it up! 
We’re looking forward to next term, when we’ll be learning about Henry VIII in history and Western 
Europe in geography! 
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Year 5 – Albatross 
 
Year 5 have settled into the new school year brilliantly! It has been wonderful to see the children working 
together, showing kindness towards one another and persevering with new challenges. They have 
demonstrated a wealth of knowledge across the curriculum and have made a really positive start to their 
learning.  In English, the children have been busy writing explanation texts which has helped with our 
research into the Mesolithic Era. They have also explored Islamic art by creating their own decorative 
tiles and developed their geographical skills through learning to use and interpret maps. Science has 
been particularly exciting, with our learning about the human body bringing plenty of hands-on 
experiences! The children enjoyed making a model of blood and bringing the double circulatory system 
to life through practical activities. In history, we have travelled back in time to explore ancient Baghdad, 
drawing on our knowledge of ancient Egypt to investigate why people chose to settle there. PE has also 
provided lots of opportunities to learn outdoors, as the children have been developing their orienteering 
skills, putting their map-reading knowledge into practice and working together as a team. It has been a 
fantastic first half term, and I am incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and effort the children have shown. 
I look forward to seeing what we achieve together next half term! 

 
   
 
Year 6 – Royal Tern 
 
What a great start we have had to Year 6 here in Royal Terns class. It has been a busy one, with our new 
topics starting in each subject alongside a trip to King’s Lynn Minster to watch two Shakespeare plays 
and applications for junior leadership roles!  In Art, we have been studying the work of William Morris 
and his decorative arts, creating our own repeating pattern using reduction printing. Our Science 
learning has focused on chemistry and understanding atoms and what they are made of, as well as 
reversible and irreversible changes. History has been a popular subject as we have been fascinated with 
World War I and the conditions for soldiers on the Western Front, as well as for those back home. In 
Geography, we have been learning about time zones and map projections. On top of all this, of course, 
we have our core subjects of Maths and English for which the pupils are working hard towards their SATs 
tests in May this academic year. I am proud of all the efforts they are putting in and progress that is 
already being made! 
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Parents’ Evenings 
 
Our autumn term parents’ evenings will take place on Monday 9h and Tuesday 10th November between 3:30PM 
and 6PM.  Please book your appointments on the MCAS App. 
 
Meetings will take place in the hall, please come to the main entrance and make your way through to a seating 
area in the hall.  

 
 
 
 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS 
 

CRAFT CLUB with Miss Munson 
Wed 4/11/26 to 2/12/26 – pick up 4.15pm from playground 
No club on 09/12/26 or 16/12/26 
 
KAPLA CLUB with Ms Wells 
Thurs 5/11/26 to 10/12/26 – pick up 4.15pm from playground 
No club on 17/12/26 
 
Please book via MCAS – limited spaces available 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB – BOOKING DETAILS 
Session Details: includes breakfast 
Days: Monday to Friday   Time: 7:45am – 8:45am 
 
All bookings can be made online via Premier-Education’s website: 
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/14134/?location=pe31%207ej&distance=0.0&distance=0.0 
Bookings can be made daily, weekly, or monthly but must be pre-booked as they will cancel sessions if 
there are no bookings. 
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DIARY DATES 2026-2027 
Every Monday –String Tuition with Miss Johnson 1-3PM 
Every Wednesday –Swimming 11am, Tuition with Mr Howell 1-3pm 
Please check PE days with your class teachers 
 

22/10/26 – Flu Vaccinations AM 
23/10/26 – HALF-TERM 
02/11/26 – Children return to school 
04/11/26 – Y5 Swimming commences 
05/11/26 – Special Lunch TBC 
09/11/26 – Parents’ Evening (Book on MCAS) 
10/11/26 – Parents’ Evening (Book on MCAS) 
11/11/26 – Y5 Remembrance Rehearsal + Performance @ Springwood 
12/12/26 – Y5 Dr Jo Science Workshop 
13/11/26 – Special Lunch TBC 
18/11/26 – MITI Workshop + Performance @ Smithdon 
19/11/26 – Y6 Chemistry Kitchen @ Springwood 
20/11/26 – Trust Christmas Carol Service Rehearsal @ Springwood 
24/11/26 – Y3 Trip to Holkham Walled Garden 
24/11/26 – Y6 Measurement Programme (NCMP)  
02/12/26 - Y4 Stories of Lynn Trip 
02/12/26 – Trust Christmas Carol Service 6pm @ St Nicolas Chapel 
10/12/26 – Y5 Smithdon Aladdin Performance @ Hunstanton Town Hall 
10/12/26 – Festive Lunch + Festive Tops TBC 
14/12/26 – HJS Carol Concert @ St Mary’s 1.45-3pm 
18/12/26 - Panto Performance @HJS funded by Friends (Y2 invited) 
21/12/26 – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
05/01/27 – Children return to school 
 
Copies of any menus, trip letters, Parent Forms, previous newsletters can be found on our website 
https://www.heachamjunior.co.uk   May be subject to changes/cancellations. 

  
 
 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRE-BOOK 
 
You are now able to book and pay in advance for the following through the MCAS  
website or App: 
 
School Lunches 
After-School Clubs 
Trips and Events 
Music Tuition (Min 6 week notice period) 
Parents’ Evenings 

https://www.heachamjunior.co.uk/
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SWIMMING ROTA 2026-27 (may be subject to change) 

 
Swimmers leave at 11am and return for lunch at 1pm.  They need a one-piece swimsuit/trunks, towel, 
waterproof bag (hat and goggles are optional), spare underwear/ socks.   Earrings must be removed. 
 

 
 
 
The children would benefit from a good breakfast and a morning snack on the days that they swim. 
PLEASE WEAR A COAT. 
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PUNCTUALITY 
Please aim to be at school ready to line up with your Teacher at 8.45am.  The Government states that 
children who arrive after registers close at 9.15am are marked as unauthorised absence.  Regular 
lateness will be a focus in September. 
 

 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
To help reduce our lost property in school, please try to name all of your child’s uniform, PE kit, coats 
and shoes.  Why not try Stikins?  Our fundraising number is 9245 and the Friends of HJS earn 30% 
commission.   
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Changes to Free School Meals 

 

Free School Meals (FSM) has changed. Please see below, as this may affect your eligibility. 
 
1. More families are becoming eligible 

All households on Universal Credit are becoming eligible, with two tiers of entitlement:  
 
• Targeted: if you earn under £7,400 a year, your children will be entitled to FSM and extra support for 
their school  
 
• Expanded: if you earn above £7,400: your children will be entitled to FSM only  
All households who receive other qualifying benefits will also receive Targeted FSM. A full list of 
qualifying benefits is available on Norfolk County Councils free school meals website You will only need 
to apply once per child. 
 
2. Protected entitlements are ending 

Children who were previously assessed as eligible for FSM had their eligibility protected. This meant they 
could not lose their FSM, even if the household was no longer eligible. These protections are ending in 
September 2026, meaning some children may lose their existing eligibility. Norfolk County Council will 
contact you to confirm your eligibility before the end of the summer holiday. 
 
3. Annual Eligibility rechecks 

Norfolk County Council will recheck the eligibility of all children on an annual basis. Parents already in 
receipt of benefits related FSM do not need to reapply, as your eligibility will be rechecked and 
confirmation of this will be sent to you before the end of the summer holiday 
 
4. No Recourse to Public Funds 

Due to these changes, all households that qualify as No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) and receive 
FSM must reapply or you will lose your entitlement. 
 
Questions 
 
If you have any questions following receipt of your updated eligibility, please contact Norfolk County 
Council at: fsm@norfolk.gov.uk The easiest and quickest way to apply for FSM is online via Norfolk 
Education Online (NEO) visit the link and click ‘Apply for free school meals’. 
 

 

webpage:%20www.norfolk.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
mailto:fsm@norfolk.gov.uk
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
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